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Leon High pitcher Jordan Priddle had a tough decision to make, but in the end he followed his heart. 

The junior left-hander has been fielding offers from a handful of Division I schools, but Thursday night he committed to Florida State. 

"I knew in the back of my mind the whole time," Priddle said. "I can't really see myself playing anywhere else." 

	
	


Priddle was also recruited by Virginia, Florida, Miami, UCF and Clemson, but took his time deciding despite leaning toward Florida State. 

"He was getting hit up pretty hard," Leon baseball coach Aaron Clark said. "FSU was always his No. 1, but I think he went about it the right way and listened to everybody." 

Besides Clark, Priddle also had the ears of Florida State associate head coach and recruiter Jamey Shouppe as well as Leon pitching coach Robby Read. 

"Just having advice from very credible sources, it helps you reassure yourself," Priddle said. "It was a huge relief to get this thing behind me." 

Clark said he never doubted Priddle's Division I capability. 

"FSU's getting a great kid," Clark said. "They're getting a really great pitcher and an outstanding kid. He's a lot older than what he seems and he's been that way since he was a ninth-grader." 

Priddle, who has been on Leon's varsity team since his ninth-grade year, can now focus on winning a district title with the Lions and making a playoff run before he graduates. 

But for the next year and a half, he can dream of playing at Dick Howser Stadium like he always wanted. "It is a dream," Priddle said. "Getting to play in front of the hometown crowd, I couldn't be happier." 
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